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Planting seeds of collaboration between
Okanagan farmers and landholders

Gary Barnes
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It was American humourist Will Rogers who said "The farmer has to be an optimist, or he wouldn't still be a
farmer."

A networking opportunity seeks to share that optimism in bringing Okanagan-Thompson farmers and
landholders together.

Young Agrarians Land Linking Workshops will explore potential land matches, land sharing and lease
agreements.
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“Our goal is to connect people with each other and their regional land matcher to receive ongoing support and
potentially make a match through the BC Land Matching Program (BCLMP),” said Pascale Schittecatte, Young
Agrarians BCLMP manager.

The program provides land matching and business support services to farmers looking to start or expand
their farms and landholders interested in finding someone to farm their land. BCLMP launched in the
Okanagan in August 2018 and has seen over 82 matches on more than 4,711 acres in the region. It has made
more than 343 matches on over 12,339 acres across the province.

According to a Young Agrarians news release, the Okanagan has lost 1,285 farms since 2006 (Canadian
Census of Agriculture). B.C. lost 4,003 farms and 549,729 hectares of farmland from 2006-2021.

“These numbers highlight an urgent need to increase local food production and support new entrants into
agriculture across the Okanagan-Thompson,” the release stated. “However, aspiring farmers face many
barriers to getting established, including a lack of access to training options and the high cost of farmland.”

BCLMP success stories include third-generation bee farmers Emily and Shane who operate Wild Antho Honey
in Armstrong.

“Accessing this program has allowed our farm to grow, especially as new farmers,” Emily said. “For people
trying to get into farming, it gives us a way in this economy to start or grow a farm, without owning land.”

Jack was farming his property in Kelowna with the support of a neighbour and looking to retire. He was
matched with Greet, a vegetable grower with a farm stand.

“I would have had difficulty finding someone to connect with if it hadn't been for the program,” Jack said. “It's
an easy transition and there is help available to put the contract together, and as a bonus, the program is
free”

The workshop is on Sunday, Oct. 27 from 2 to 5 p.m. at the Okanagan Mission Community Hall (4409
Lakeshore Road). The event is free, though donations are welcome.



For more information and to register visit the Young_Agrarians website.

About the Author: Gary Barnes

Journalist and broadcaster for three decades.
Read more

Trouble finding your
Perfect Home?

We can help! find your dream home
at todayshomebc.com see 100s of
options that match exactly what
you're looking for

Boy charged with murder in quadruple homicide on Saskatchewan First Nation

Black Press Media

Ontario man arrested in Kelowna after 2 years of hiding
Black Press Media

What is the best way to earn $2,700 per week as a second income?


https://youngagrarians.org/oct-27-2024-kelowna-bc-land-linking-workshop/?utm_source=kelowna%20capital%20news&utm_campaign=kelowna%20capital%20news%3A%20outbound&utm_medium=referral
https://www.kelownacapnews.com/writers/gary.barnes%40kelownacapnews.com
https://www.kelownacapnews.com/national-news/boy-charged-with-murder-in-quadruple-homicide-on-saskatchewan-first-nation-7832640
https://www.kelownacapnews.com/national-news/boy-charged-with-murder-in-quadruple-homicide-on-saskatchewan-first-nation-7832640
https://www.kelownacapnews.com/national-news/boy-charged-with-murder-in-quadruple-homicide-on-saskatchewan-first-nation-7832640
https://www.kelownacapnews.com/national-news/boy-charged-with-murder-in-quadruple-homicide-on-saskatchewan-first-nation-7832640
https://www.kelownacapnews.com/national-news/boy-charged-with-murder-in-quadruple-homicide-on-saskatchewan-first-nation-7832640
https://www.kelownacapnews.com/local-news/ontario-man-arrested-in-kelowna-after-2-years-of-hiding-7829605
https://www.kelownacapnews.com/local-news/ontario-man-arrested-in-kelowna-after-2-years-of-hiding-7829605
https://www.kelownacapnews.com/local-news/ontario-man-arrested-in-kelowna-after-2-years-of-hiding-7829605
https://www.kelownacapnews.com/local-news/ontario-man-arrested-in-kelowna-after-2-years-of-hiding-7829605
https://www.kelownacapnews.com/local-news/ontario-man-arrested-in-kelowna-after-2-years-of-hiding-7829605
https://track.top-slotapp.com/b4b22de5-9a56-41e9-a98a-c45cef360002?taboolaclickid=GiAlyKSSk6XZDAKZLx5AVcLL1lsYXH9CKX4yORJXhpwUFCDFxmgoudSvh-6-5v2tATCKsUk&campaign_id=42458593&campaign_item_id=4054206728&site=blackpressmedia-kelownacapnews&site_id=1202314&title=What+is+the+best+way+to+earn+%242%2C700+per+week+as+a+second+income%3F&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Ffc7fe47cf125c90693cbf26bef7f4c9c.jpg&platform=Desktop&dcid=%7Bdynamic_campaign_id%7D&click_id=GiAlyKSSk6XZDAKZLx5AVcLL1lsYXH9CKX4yORJXhpwUFCDFxmgoudSvh-6-5v2tATCKsUk&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiAlyKSSk6XZDAKZLx5AVcLL1lsYXH9CKX4yORJXhpwUFCDFxmgoudSvh-6-5v2tATCKsUk#tblciGiAlyKSSk6XZDAKZLx5AVcLL1lsYXH9CKX4yORJXhpwUFCDFxmgoudSvh-6-5v2tATCKsUk
https://track.top-slotapp.com/b4b22de5-9a56-41e9-a98a-c45cef360002?taboolaclickid=GiAlyKSSk6XZDAKZLx5AVcLL1lsYXH9CKX4yORJXhpwUFCDFxmgoudSvh-6-5v2tATCKsUk&campaign_id=42458593&campaign_item_id=4054206728&site=blackpressmedia-kelownacapnews&site_id=1202314&title=What+is+the+best+way+to+earn+%242%2C700+per+week+as+a+second+income%3F&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Ffc7fe47cf125c90693cbf26bef7f4c9c.jpg&platform=Desktop&dcid=%7Bdynamic_campaign_id%7D&click_id=GiAlyKSSk6XZDAKZLx5AVcLL1lsYXH9CKX4yORJXhpwUFCDFxmgoudSvh-6-5v2tATCKsUk&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiAlyKSSk6XZDAKZLx5AVcLL1lsYXH9CKX4yORJXhpwUFCDFxmgoudSvh-6-5v2tATCKsUk#tblciGiAlyKSSk6XZDAKZLx5AVcLL1lsYXH9CKX4yORJXhpwUFCDFxmgoudSvh-6-5v2tATCKsUk
https://track.top-slotapp.com/b4b22de5-9a56-41e9-a98a-c45cef360002?taboolaclickid=GiAlyKSSk6XZDAKZLx5AVcLL1lsYXH9CKX4yORJXhpwUFCDFxmgoudSvh-6-5v2tATCKsUk&campaign_id=42458593&campaign_item_id=4054206728&site=blackpressmedia-kelownacapnews&site_id=1202314&title=What+is+the+best+way+to+earn+%242%2C700+per+week+as+a+second+income%3F&thumbnail=http%3A%2F%2Fcdn.taboola.com%2Flibtrc%2Fstatic%2Fthumbnails%2Ffc7fe47cf125c90693cbf26bef7f4c9c.jpg&platform=Desktop&dcid=%7Bdynamic_campaign_id%7D&click_id=GiAlyKSSk6XZDAKZLx5AVcLL1lsYXH9CKX4yORJXhpwUFCDFxmgoudSvh-6-5v2tATCKsUk&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&tblci=GiAlyKSSk6XZDAKZLx5AVcLL1lsYXH9CKX4yORJXhpwUFCDFxmgoudSvh-6-5v2tATCKsUk#tblciGiAlyKSSk6XZDAKZLx5AVcLL1lsYXH9CKX4yORJXhpwUFCDFxmgoudSvh-6-5v2tATCKsUk

