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Verwey at the 2023 AGM when she was voted in as the first ever female president of the group

It’s annual general meeting time for the Keystone Agricultural Producers (KAP) and president Jill Verwey from the Portage area says

there is plenty to cover. The AGM is happening today, February 4th, at the Delta Hotel in Winnipeg.

Verwey noted that, overall, Manitoba producers experienced a productive year in 2024. However, she highlighted concerns regarding

crop pricing and the logistics of shipping grain.  

"It's been a tight fall and going into spring there several challenges faced by farmers.” 

Verwey remarked there have been some positive price movements that have encouraged producers to sell their grain.  
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Verwey says KAP actively participated in the recent Ag Days event in Brandon. On top of hosting a booth where producers could

voice local concerns, it also provided networking opportunities. Additionally, KAP collaborated with the Young Agrarians to facilitate

sessions for young farmers, fostering engagement and knowledge sharing among the next generation of agricultural leaders. The

Manitoba Farm Safety Program was also featured, offering guidance on maintaining safe farm operations to ensure the well-being of

all farm family members. 

KAP's Annual General Meeting (AGM) for 2025 is happening this week in Winnipeg and Verwey says it is always a busy couple of

days. 

 The event started with a welcome reception Monday night which provided an opportunity for producers to engage with elected

representatives and stakeholders. The AGM will feature a review of the organization's finances, discussions on resolutions from

various regions, and proposed bylaw amendments. A representative from the Canadian Agricultural Policy Institute is also

leading roundtable discussions on policy and business risk management programs. 

 Trade Relations and Advocacy 

Trade relations, particularly with the United States, remain a focal point for KAP. Verwey emphasized the importance of strengthening

these relationships, noting that both countries rely heavily on the integrated flow of goods. She says KAP has engaged in meetings

with U.S. state legislators and senators to enhance trade partnerships.  

"Enhancing that trade relationship is where our members' concerns are," Verwey stated. The president feels robust trade agreements

like the Canada-United States-Mexico Agreement (CUSMA) are important to ensure the seamless movement of goods and supplies

across borders. 

Leadership and Governance 

The AGM will also address leadership elections and governance. Verwey has indicated her intention to continue serving as president,

pending the nomination process. Proposed bylaw changes include altering the election process so that the executive and president

are elected by the board of directors, aligning KAP's practices with those of similar organizations. These changes aim to ensure

equitable representation and the diversification of commodities represented by KAP, as outlined in their mandate under the Act.  

As KAP prepares for 2025, the organization remains committed to advocating for farmers, addressing policy issues, and fostering a

sustainable and profitable future for all members. 
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Drop In Art, Studio Time
Wed, Feb 26, 10:00 AM

Date Night Drop-Off
Fri, Feb 28, 5:00 PM

Confessions of a Red-Headed…
Fri, Feb 28, 7:30 PM

LACOMBE GENERALS vs…
Fri, Feb 28, 8:15 PM
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