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You've invested in some serious gardening tools, and you want them to last as long as
they're designed to. Garden shears, in particular, are worth dropping a bit of cash on —
after all, they regularly feature on lists of the most essential gardening tools. Ensuring
you get the most out of your pruners requires a little graft on the part of you, the wielder.
Like all gardening tools, loppers need regular maintenance to keep them at their best.
This means scrubbing them after each use in warm, soapy water, keeping them

sharpened and well-oiled, and storing them in a safe, dry location. But probably of chief
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The key reason for sterilizing your garden shears is disease prevention. Every time you
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cut a branch with a sharp-bladed tool — like the shears at the center of this article — or
remove some leaves, the open wound creates a site for disease transmission. And
hydrogen peroxide is one of the most often recommended garden tool disinfectant
chemicals. But does it live up to its reputation? Hydrogen peroxide (3% concentration) did
not rate well in a study of garden tool disinfecting substances published in California
Agriculture in 1991. But the research was conducted decades ago, and it was specifically
focused on stopping the spread of fire blight. Later research on the solution's disinfecting

ability, at least where garden tools are concerned, is sparse or contradictory.

Hydrogen peroxide: The star of garden shear
sterilization?

How to Sterilize Gardening Tools : Smart Gardening

Many garden experts assert that hydrogen peroxide can breathe new life into your
beloved garden tools. It's the sanitizer of choice when dealing with boxwood blight. "We

have hydrogen peroxide bottles in all our greenhouses and staff are trained on sanitizing
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bacteria, and viruses still clinging to the blades after a wash, though it's most damaging
to bacteria.

Place your clean shears, blades facing down, into a waterproof container. Pour enough
3% hydrogen peroxide in — a 32 fluid ounce bottle is about $1 at Walmart — to cover the
blades. Leave the tool to soak for up to 15 minutes, then take it out and rinse it in
freshwater. You can also spray hydrogen peroxide on the blades and handle. Hydrogen
peroxide has no lasting toxic effect once it dries, so do this at least once a week or,
ideally, after each use. Alternatively, use hydrogen peroxide spray or soaked cotton balls
or wipes — Walgreens sells a pack of 40 for under $6 — to sanitize your pruners between
each cut or when moving from plant to plant. Wait five to 10 minutes between cleans to
give the chemical time to do its job. Not sold on hydrogen peroxide? There are other
expert-recommended sterilizers, including bleach, rubbing alcohol, trisodium phosphate

(TSP), pine oil, and specialist products like Physan and Oxidate.

Other essential shears maintenance tips beyond
sanitization

How to Clean & Sharpen Your Garden Tools! % = // Garden Answer
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bristled brush and warm, soapy water. After its antiseptic soak, lightly coat all the metal of
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the shears using WD-40, linseed, tung, coconut, or camellia oil to stop them rusting and
keep the moving parts, well, moving. A paper towel or rag works well here; make sure
the tool is completely dry before oiling it. Your plants will thank you if you incorporate a
deep clean, where you disassemble the tools before scrubbing them, into your seasonal

or annual garden maintenance routine.

Shears get blunt with use, so it's a good idea to sharpen them whenever they start to feel
dull or struggle to get through a branch. If you feel confident using a whetstone or
carbide file (great for small blades), do it yourself. If not, send them away to a
professional knife sharpener. Search online or ask at your local farmer's market for similar
services near you. Where you store your tools between uses also plays a large part in
their maintenance and longevity. Put them away neatly after each use, somewhere cool,
dry, and off the ground. Store your garden tools in a sand mixture so they don't rust or

hang them on a wall rack.

RECOMMENDED
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Clecm With Vinegar

By Lauren Schott
Sept. 26, 2022 6:12 am EST

Harsh, toxic cleaning products may become a thing of the past as more consumers than
ever before are making a conscious effort to stick to natural, safe, and environmentally
friendly options. A recent study found that 53% of surveyed Americans say they have
switched to using environmentally friendly cleaning products in the past year, while 77%
say they are likely to make the switch from traditional cleaning products (per Business
Wire).

According to Medical News Today, traditional household cleaners can be hazardous to
your health, as long-term exposure to some of the chemicals found in many cleaning
products can cause serious illness, trigger asthma, and even cause chemical burns if they

come into contact with your skin. Harsh cleaning products can be particularly dangerous
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decide to give the cleaner you are using a taste while you aren't looking.

Maintenance tips to keep garden shears in tip-top s...

Vinegar has been touted as somewhat of a miracle cleaning agent in recent years as
more and more people are making the switch to natural and environmentally friendly
cleaning products. Not only is it food-grade, making it non-toxic and safe, but according
to Healthline, its powerful acidity makes it a great cleaning agent to destroy grease and

grime, and even kill bacteria.

Vinegar can be used in countless places in your home, but there are five places you

should skip using it altogether.

Granite countertops
Al

Granite countertops are one of the focal points in every luxurious kitchen, and if you are
lucky enough to have this natural stone in your own kitchen, then you know how
important it is to take care of it. While granite countertops are popular due to the natural
elegance and beauty they can bring to any kitchen, they are also favored for their

durability.
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reaction that takes place when vinegar comes into contact with your granite countertops
can diminish its shine and ruin the beautiful (and expensive) natural stone.

According to Rock Solid Custom Granite, vinegar can still damage your granite
countertops even if it is highly diluted with water, so it's best just to stay away from using
it altogether. Instead, stick with something a lot more mild and gentle. Arch City Granite

and Marble, Inc. says a mixture of warm water and a little bit of dish soap on a soft cloth
will do the trick.

Washing machine

~ LumenSt/Shuterstoc

g e el

It's a common misconception that home appliances like dishwashers and washing

machines that are designed to clean other things also clean themselves when they cycle.

According to Appliance Rescue Service, grimy residue from detergent, stagnant water,
and hard water buildup can all accumulate over time and start to grow mildew inside

various parts of your washing machine.
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vinegar, over time and done repeatedly, can severely damage the rubber hoses and seals
that are found in most washing machines, which can actually cause them to leak (per The
Portable Laundry). To be clear, just using vinegar once won't do this, so using it as a very
occasional mildew solution isn't the worst idea, but you don't want to make a habit of

it. While many people add vinegar to their laundry cycle to act as a fabric softener —
some argue that it can be useful in fighting stains and odors on clothing — it's probably

best to avoid using it as much as possible, given the risks it poses to the rubber.

Kitchen knives

Pixel-Shot/Shutterstock

According to Vos Knife, most good quality kitchen knives are made with iron, making
them particularly susceptible to rust and damage if they are exposed to too much
moisture. And while prolonged exposure to moisture of any kind can damage your

kitchen knife set, exposure to moisture in the form of vinegar can be especially
damaging.

https://www.housedigest.com/1652090/hydrogen-peroxide-clean-lubricate-garden-shears-oil-prevent-rust/ 8/11



1/29/25, 10:30 AM Maintenance Tips To Keep Garden Shears In Tip-Top Shape

2N\

h

Cooktop Cove adds that vinegar can leave the sharp edge of the knife pitted, leading to
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you potentially having to replace your knife set altogether (and a shiny, new set of

kitchen blades won't be cheap).

Instead of reaching for the vinegar when cleaning your kitchen knives, Cooktop Cove
recommends sticking with regular dish soap and warm water — and don't forget to

promptly dry them immediately afterward.

Clothing iron

While running a small amount of vinegar through your clothing iron might seem like an
easy and convenient way to clean and disinfect the inside of the appliance, doing so
could actually quietly be ruining the iron, leading you to have to replace it — this would

put you in quite the bind when you have to wear a wrinkled shirt to work.

Because mineral deposits from the water inside the reservoir of your iron can build up

over time and clog the spraying mechanism, some people suggest filling the reservoir
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Carolyn Forte, director of the Good Housekeeping Cleaning lab, explains further:
"Vinegar can damage the internal parts of an iron, so don't pour it through to freshen and
clean it out" (via Good Housekeeping). Instead, she recommends emptying your iron's
water reservoir after each use to ensure that it is kept clean and clog-free. If you want to
prevent mineral buildup inside your iron altogether, Tip Hero suggests simply switching

to distilled water instead of tap water.

Hardwood floors

Home Made Simple says vinegar is the absolute worst thing you can use to clean your
hardwood floors, as the acidity of the vinegar can seriously dull the polyurethane's shiny
finish and damage it beyond repair. Long story short, cleaning a whole house of

hardwood floors with vinegar can be a costly mistake.

Even when diluted with water, your hardwood floors still aren't safe from the acidity of the
vinegar. Not to mention, Bona says that using vinegar diluted with water to clean your

floors isn't a good option anyways as too much water left on the wood can lead to
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neutral pH, as this will be gentler on the wood.
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Though white vinegar might seem like an obvious way to clean the dirt and grime that
gets tracked through the house, it's best to stick to more traditional cleaning solutions if

you want to maintain the natural beauty and longevity of your hardwood floor.

RECOMMENDED
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