
 

 
 
What  i s  a  Young  Agrar i a n?   
A new entrant into agriculture: someone from the city to the country who 
values food, farmers, nature and community. 
 
Who are  the  Young  Agrar i a ns?  
Young Agrarians is a grassroots initiative made up of agriculturalists and 
media conspirators intent on growing food sustainably. We are the movers and 
shakers of a new agrarian movement: rural and urban farmers, market and 
community gardeners, community groups and academics, politicians, the 
public and supporters who want to rebuild, promote and inspire the ecological 
agriculture of our country.    
 
The mission of YA is to inspire and connect the next generation of farmers and 
food lovers across Canada. We want the food policy to move from mapping 
the issues and resources to putting seeds in the furrows and  agrarians  on the 
land, whether that’s a 100-acre field or a vacant lot in the middle of the city.  
The next generation of farmers will come from the apartment buildings of 
Toronto, the fields of Saskatchewan, the shores of Nova Scotia, the orchards of 
British Columbia and everywhere in between. This movement is on the street, in 
your backyard, our fields, in nature- and on your plate! 
 
Why do we need  Young  Agrar i a ns ? 
Canada’s farming polulation is shrinking, reaching a historic low in 20061.  
While one in three (33%) Canadians lived on farms in 1931, by 2006 that number 
was at a historic low of one in 46 (less than 2%).  To boot, the average age of a 
farmer in Canada in 2011 was 55 and astoundingly, more than half of Canada’s 
farmer’s report off-farm employment as their main source of income. As of 
2010 in B.C, less than 5% of farmers were 34 and under, and over 50% 59 and 
up2. 
 
With shrinking and aging farm populations, the rising impact of fossil fuels, and 
an unsustainable food system- we need young people to take up the art and 
science of ecologically growing food. In the not so far off future, our food 
security as a province, and country will depend on it. 
 
You can taste it, people want fresh, local and ecologically grown produce- 
knives and forks are rattling for change! We are witnessing a revolution in food. 
Around the globe people are returning to the soil to take up the work of 
feeding each other and caring for the land. 
 
What  Gu i des  Us :   
Agriculture, Agro-Ecology, Capacity Building, Celebration, Collaboration, 
Community, Crowdsourcing, Diversity, Ecology, Education, Food Sovereignty, 
Farmer + Migrant Worker + Indigenous Rights, Land-Access + Access to Start-
up Capital, Inclusion, Mapping, Mentorship, Networks, Participatory Platforms 
                                                
1	  Statistics	  Canada	  2006	  
2	  Fraser	  Basin	  Council	  –	  Sustainability	  Snapshot	  2010 



 
How? 
Young Agrarians is a partnership with FarmFolk CityFolk. We are pilotting the 
program in B.C. in 2012-14 and aim to go national in 2015. Young Agrarians 
aims to fulfil the role of provincial connector to support young people to farm, 
by providing these services: 
 

1. Convene online and offline spaces for the exchange of knowledge to 
foster community across the Young Agrarians movement by:  

• Networking agrarians: potlucks, skills shares, youth streams at 
food and farmer gatherings, seed swaps, barn dances…  

• Researching and mapping food producers, processors and 
sustainable agriculture organizations and more through on-line 
maps and listings. This will highlight the farm and business 
models, mentors, internships, land, educational opportunities, 
jobs, training opportunities, workshops and other resources 
available that will support young people to start farming. 

• Connecting existing agrarians / young farmers to one another 
• Connecting consumers to food producers 
• General educational outreach on food and farming issues 

2. Facilitate:  
• Information, needs, resources and expertise between individuals 

and organizations;  
• Formal and informal mentorship activities and networks; 
• Participatory community engagement; 
• The emergence of new initiatives; 
• Broad public outreach and buy-in. 

3. Act as an umbrella platform to develop support for local and regional 
food system producers by:  

• Developing a communications strategy with: on-line tools, 
newsletters, marketing and outreach; 

• Fundraising and networking to support YA projects; 
• Increasing traffic to existing individuals, organizations and 

initiatives. 
4. Big picture advocacy and strategy 

• Build dissemination capacity to support advocacy issues through 
the Canadian National Farmers Union’s Youth Network and other 
local, provincial and national sustainable agriculture 
organizations.  

5. Incubate new activities and experiment with new ideas! 
 
Want  to  get  i nvo lved?    
INPUT – we’d love to hear your thoughts, ideas and stories for the development 
of Young Agrarians! Be a COLLABORATOR – are you active or want to get 
active in your community? Do you want to form a HUB and host activities, 
events, potlucks, skills shares, workshops? ONLINE – Tell your stories online! 
Like us on Facebook, follow on twitter, add photos on FLIKR! Contact us at 
theyoungagrarians@gmail.com. FB + Twitter + Instagram: youngagrarians 
 
 
 

 


