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B.C. gardeners dig into yardsharing
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Rose Dykstra in the front yard of her Vancouver home on Aug. 5. Dykstra uses her front yard, and that of a
neighbour, to grow flowers for her business, Front Yard Flower Co. J A S O N PAY N E / P N G
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Neighbourhood beautification is an unintended
result of Rose Dykstra’s passion for flowers.
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lauded at 'Oscars of
Science'

One of a growing number of B.C. gardeners and farmers engaged in a yardsharing deal, the Vancouver florist has transformed her own yard — plus a
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neighbour’s — into a sea of colourful cosmos and zinnias. And she’s looking
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for another yard.
“I love growing in the city,” she said Friday. “People walk by and start up a



conversation. The daycare down the street comes to watch everything grow.
I think people like seeing the space put to productive use.”
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Hoping to expand her business, The Front Yard Flower Co., Dykstra first



looked for space in Burnaby’s small agricultural area. Land prices meant
buying wasn’t an option, and renting also seemed difficult.
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In the end, she decided to “stay in my own neighbourhood” of southeast
Vancouver. A neighbour gave her free rein in her front yard. With one more
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lawn, she figures she’ll be set for next season. She’s planning to hand out a
flyer, in addition to posting an ad on a Google group for urban farmers.
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For Kat Single-Dain, offering her yard to a gardener through an ad on the
Vancouver Urban Farming Society website, the decision to yard-share was
easy.
“It’s a win-win situation,” she said. “We’re super busy and can’t garden, but
lawn doesn’t feel like an option.”
In return for a to-be-determined portion of the harvest, she’s offering her
Vancouver lot near Trout Lake to a landless gardener.
“The garden has always had a lot growing in it — there’s a history of people
before us who gardened here — and it would be great to see that continue.”

"

Both Dykstra and Single-Dain lamented the existence of a dedicated
Vancouver website for homeowners and gardeners interested in yardsharing. Victoria-based LifeCycles Project hosted a yard-sharing website at
sharingbackyards.com for several years and had expanded it to 58 cities
before the platform collapsed.
“We were running without funding and I tried to write some grant
applications while I scaled up,” said former project leader Chris Hawkins.
“After the economic collapse it just got harder and harder to get grants,
especially as we weren’t regarded as a startup.”
Over time, the programming language used to build the platform became
increasingly outdated, which affected the performance of the system and
led to its demise.
Unable to obtain the $25,000 needed to fund an overhaul in a current
programming language, LifeCycles walked away from the project. Yardsharing has continued through less formal channels such as Facebook and
inquiries to urban-farming advocates.
“Every once in a while I will get an inquiry from someone looking for a
farmer or gardener and I put them on the Urban Farming listserv (an email
group),” said Lisa Rilkoff, communications manager for the Vancouver
Urban Farming Society.
A handful of professional urban farmers — City Beet Farm, Inner City Farms
and Frisch Farms — take on front and backyards, she said.
Michael Levenston of cityfarmer.org also receives the occasional query from
a homeowner or a land-gardener and puts them together.
“That website (sharingbackyards.com) was such a valuable resource, it
would be great to see it come back,” he said.
Among the few formal systems that help people hook up is a web page run
by Burnaby Food First. Coordinator of the Sharing Backyards program, Leila
Trickey said a small grant has allowed the group to improve its website and
do some outreach work.
“In Burnaby there’s a real need for space for people to garden,” she said,
explaining that community gardens have long waiting lists. “In the absence
of programs that address food security, sharing backyards is necessary. It
allows people to have access and ownership of what they eat and where it
comes from.”
On the Sunshine Coast, the One Straw Society co-ordinates a Hands on
Lands program that has worked very well for more than 10 years, using a
community newspaper ad to link those looking for land with those who have
it.
Coordinator Joe James said he usually deals with people through email and
lets them work out the arrangement. A simple, one-page agreement helps
to establish things like harvest share and hours of access. He hears from
about 10 people each season.
“It tends to people who have space, who perhaps once gardened
themselves, who want to see the land used,” he said. “If they get some fresh
basil or a head of lettuce out of it, that’s a bonus.”
For food farmers with loftier goals, Young Agrarians is piloting a landmatching program with the City of Surrey to help farmers find land in the
Lower Mainland.
Farmland owners and aspiring, but landless, farmers are invited to register
and scan the online mapping system for potential matches. The matching
program includes detailed questionnaires, as well as hands-on assistance
from organizer Darcy Smith.
“We don’t have a lower limit on the size of the plots people can offer, but the
matching program is a resource for people doing production agriculture,”
she said. “We have farmers looking for urban plots, though.”
Regular homeowners who want to share their space with non-commercial
gardeners can use the Young Agrarians U-Map to offer up their yards, and
gardeners can look at the existing land listings.
“Anyone can use our U-Map, so if home-gardeners want to use it to hook up
that’s great,” she said. “It’s a resource for the community.”
gluymes@postmedia.com
twitter.com/glendaluymes
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Comments
We encourage all readers to share their views on our articles and blog posts. We are committed
to maintaining a lively but civil forum for discussion, so we ask you to avoid personal attacks,
and please keep your comments relevant and respectful. If you encounter a comment that is
abusive, click the "X" in the upper right corner of the comment box to report spam or abuse. We
are using Facebook commenting. Visit our FAQ page for more information.
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Guy Robbins · Works at Retired
Move jack your living on the wrong side of Surrey , time to bail ! I left 16 yrs ago and now live
in the OK in Bc . Have to go now and harvest ! MOVE , LEAVE ,RUN DON'T LOOK BACK ,!
Like · Reply ·

1 · Aug 9, 2017 3:15pm

Jack Flack
Smart move on moving to OK from Slurrey
I do NOT live there but drive by/ into it and believe me it looks like hell on earth!
A cesspool.
Like · Reply ·

1 · Aug 9, 2017 5:56pm

Sandy McCrone · Vancouver, British Columbia
What a great idea! When all the green spaces have been built over by condos, we can grow
food on somebody else's lawn.
Like · Reply · Aug 9, 2017 10:11am

Ainsley Christine · Childcare Provider at Nanny/Caregiver
Rose! what the what! amazing!
Like · Reply · Aug 8, 2017 7:42pm

Jack Flack
Wouldn't work in Slurrey, all the fine pholks there would steal it all, and or vandalize it
Like · Reply ·

3 · Aug 8, 2017 7:07pm

Guy Robbins · Works at Retired
I was part of the community gardening in Surrey in 1993 , it was beside the food bank
in Whaley . Nobody stole anything . The people helped plant and grow and water .
The land belonged to the city of Surrey .
Like · Reply ·

1 · Aug 9, 2017 7:16am

Mark Styles · Surrey, British Columbia
Jack, you don't know jack.
Many of my neighbours have beautiful gardens. It's actually far more likely that some
of the wildlife out hear would "take" or "nibble" on something. 'Nuf said, I've got to go
out and harvest nature's bounty. Jack, you really should get outside more often.
Like · Reply · Aug 9, 2017 12:56pm

Jack Flack
Community gardens in Slurrey now are a recipe for disaster
If not vandalized, or the harvest stolen a Slurrey crackhead will leave needles in them,
feces and urinate
Cesspool
Like · Reply ·

2 · Aug 9, 2017 1:13pm · Edited
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